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lothingis | ing fastball get the gtuffing
fference. | knocked out of it can téiona of
deity.” — [ life's simple pleasures, especial- §
atesman ly if you're rooting for the hit-
ting team.
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Lee and but simple.
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“That’s not the purpose of this,
anyway,” Nathan said. “It’s more
about the physicist’s natural cu-
riosity about the world around
him.”

Besides, the great ones seem
to have an instinctive knowledge |
about those little tricks
scuffs, spit or cork, for example
-~ that alter the physics of the
game, and can mean the differ-
ence between a strikeout or a
home run.

“They don’t usually know from
a point of physics, but they cer-
tainly know what works,” Na-
than said.

Nathan, a “longtime enthusiast
of playing, watching and enjoy-
ing baseball,” also considers
himself to be a statistics freak
and baseball trivia expert.

Although his lecture notes in-
corporate everything from the
sweet spot of the bat to the num-
ber of rotations a typical knuck-
leball makes on its way to the
plate, Nathan defered to another
expert when asked how best to
hit the ball. 2

“My suggestion? Just read Ted
Williams’ book, ‘The Sweet Sci-
ence of Hitting.” »
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Ul professor Atan Nathan talks about the physics of baseball before
his lecture to members of a high school physics honors program. He

. was at Loomis Lab on-the-Ul campus Saturday afternoon. .

dents with an interest in science.

ymington Among those spending their
Saturday at the University of I1-

tzel. 80, linois' Loomis Lab was Universi-
ty High School junior Jaseph

cott, Phi- Smarr, whose father, Larry
Smarr, heads the National Cen-

flett, 82, ter for Supercomputing Applica-
tions.

Tull, 72, Smarr said the talks featured
at the Saturday physics honors

ns Weit- program are “really fun.”

rday. “I've really been into comput-
ers lately, but I find the science

: stuff to be real interesting,” he

—e said.

y Nathan’s lecture, “When Ash
Meets Cowhide: The Physics of
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Ex-kids home
worker gets
15 years

GENEVA (AP) — A former
houseparent from the Moose-
heart home in Kane County
screamed, sobbed and tried to
run as a judge sentenced him to
1S years in prison for child por-
nographg,.

“Ask”me if T care!” Joseph
Dinges yelled as Kane County
Judge James Doyle pronounced
the sentence Friday. “Give me
more. I'm going to be dead when
1 get there.”

Doyle then had Dinges bound
and gagged so he could continue
the hearing.

After Dinges was brought
back to the courtroom with his
wrists shackled to a belt and his
Jnouth taped shut, he kicked

to curse through his gag.

things off a table and continued
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